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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

On page 44 of the substitute specification, please replace the paragraph 
beginning on line 23 and carrying over to page 45, line 9, with the following amended 
paragraph: 

-The term "amino acid" includes naturally occurring and synthetic a, B, y, or 5 
amino acids, and includes but is not limited to, amino acids found in proteins, i.e. 
glycine, alanine, valine, leucine, isoleucine, methionine, phenylalanine, tryptophan, 
proline, serine, threonine, cysteine, tyrosine, asparagine, glutamine, aspartate, 
glutamate, lysine, arginine, and histidine. In a preferred embodiment, the amino acid is 
in the L-configu ration. Alternatively, the amino acid can be a derivative of alanyl, valinyl, 
leucinyl, isoleuccinyl, prolinyl, phenylalanine, tryptophanyl, methioninyl, glycinyl, serinyl, 
threoninyl, cysteinyl, tyrosinyl, asparaginyl, glutaminyl, aspartoyl, glutaroyl, lysinyl, 
argininyl, histidinyl, B-alanyl, (3-valinyl, (3-leucinyl, B-isoleuccinyl, (3-prolinyl, B- 
phenylalaninyl, p-tryptophanyl, B-methioninyl, p-glycinyl, B-serinyl, p-threoninyl, B- 
cysteinyl, B-tyrosinyl, B-asparaginyl, B-glutaminyl, B-aspartoyl, p-glutaroyl, B-lysinyl, B- 
argininyl, or B-histidinyl.- 

On page 45 of the substitute specification, please replace the paragraph 
beginning on line 10 with the following amended paragraph: 

-The term !host," as used herein, refers to a unicellular or multicellular organism 
in which the virus can replicate, including cell lines and animals, and preferably a 
human. Alternatively, the host can be carrying a part of the Flaviviridae viral genome, 
whose replication or function can be altered by the compounds of the present invention. 
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The term host specifically refers to infected cells, cells transfected with all or part of the 

Flaviviridae genome and animals, in particular, primates (including chimpanzees) and 

humans. In most animal applications of the present invention, the host is a human 

patient. Veterinary applications, in certain indications, however, are clearly anticipated 

by the present invention (such as chimpanzees).- 

On page 45 of the substitute specification, please replace the paragraph 

beginning on line 21 and carrying over to page 46, line 12, with the following amended 

paragraph: 

--The terms "pharmaceutically acceptable salt" or "pharmaceuticallv acceptable 
prodrug" [[is]] are used throughout the specification to describe any pharmaceutically 
acceptable form (such as an ester, phosphate ester, or salt of an ester or a related 
group) of a nucleoside compound which, upon administration to a patient, provides the 
nucleoside compound. Pharmaceutically acceptable salts include those derived from 
pharmaceutically acceptable inorganic or organic bases and acids. Suitable salts 
include those derived from alkali metals such as potassium and sodium and alkaline 
earth metals such as calcium and magnesium, among numerous other acids well known 
in the pharmaceutical art. Pharmaceutically acceptable prodrugs refer to a compound 
that is metabolized, for example hydrolyzed or oxidized, in the host to form the 
compound of the present invention. Typical examples of prodrugs include compounds 
that have biologically labile protecting groups on a functional moiety of the active 
compound. Prodrugs include compounds that can be oxidized, reduced, aminated, 
deaminated, hydroxylated, dehydroxylated, hydrolyzed, dehydrolyzed, alkylated, 
dealkylated, acylated, deacylated, phosphorylated, or dephosphorylated to produce the 
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active compound. The compounds of this invention possess antiviral activity against a 

Flaviviridae infection, or are metabolized to a compound that exhibits such activity.- 



